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A Summary of this week’s Gospel Reflection by Pope Francis (18 October 2020) 

In this Sunday's Gospel, Jesus confronts his adversaries who seek to trap him with a tricky question 

about paying taxes to Caesar. They pay him compliments initially but aim to discredit him. They 

pose the question, hoping for a simple "yes" or "no" answer, as they believe either response would 

compromise Jesus. However, Jesus astutely avoids the trap. He asks to see a coin used for paying 

taxes and inquires about the image on it, to which they respond, "Caesar's." Jesus then delivers a 

profound answer: "Render to Caesar what is Caesar's and to God what is God's." 

This response emphasizes the distinction between the secular and the sacred. Jesus acknowledges 

the obligation to pay taxes to the state but reminds all that they bear the image of God within 

themselves. He underscores God's primacy in human existence and history. 

This teaching provides guidance to believers in all ages, emphasizing their duty as responsible 

citizens to pay taxes and obey just laws while maintaining God's supreme importance in their lives. The mission of the Church and its 

followers is to bear witness to God and share the Gospel with society. Through humility and courage, Christians are called to contribute 

to building a civilization based on love, justice, and fraternity. 

The message encourages all to lead honest and constructive lives, inspiring the world with the Gospel and the Spirit's grace. Mary, the 

Holy Mother, is invoked to help believers avoid hypocrisy and be faithful witnesses, with God at the centre of their lives. 

DAYS TO REMEMBER 

 
Sat 21 October: Day for  the Euchar istic Ministers and Readers at  
Bishop Thomas Grant School 

Fri 27 October: St Joseph’s Core Team Meeting. Held in Hartley Hall 
after the 7pm Mass. 

Sat 28 October: Baptism Preparation Course in Hartley Hall at 
10am. Please collect application from Fr Antony. 

Sun 29 October: Farewell gather ing for  Fr . Feroz will be held in 
Hartley Hall after the 11.30 am Mass. Fr. Feroz will be leaving the 
parish on November 1st but will continue to assist our parish whenever 
needed. As an expression of gratitude for all his support, there will be a 
retiring collection for Fr. Feroz next weekend. 

Wed 01 November: All Saints day. There will be an additional Mass 
at 7pm. 

Thurs 02 November: All Souls Day. There will be an additional 
Mass at 7pm. 

Fri 03 November: First Fr iday. Holy Hour  from 6pm 

Sat 04 October: First Holy Communion and Confirmation Classes 

04/05 November: Tree of Life will be kept to remember  our  
departed brothers and sisters. Tags will be provided to write their names 
and placed on the Tree. 

Sun 12 November: Remembrance Sunday. Par ishioners who died 
recently will be remembered and prayed for in all the weekend Masses. 
Candles will be lit for the peaceful repose of their souls.  

Parish Survey: Post Centenary Silver Jubilee of our Parish [2029] 

Parish Consultation in the Spirit: Join us in shaping the vision for our parish Strategic Plan as we prepare for 

2029. Share your thoughts on where our parish stands today, what we're excelling in, areas for improvement, 

and your vision for Holy Cross Parish in 5 years.  

Complete our survey at [QR Code or web link: https://forms.office.com/r/8wJu9NDB56]. Your feedback will 

guide our plans. Thank you for your prayers and support. 

Adoration and Holy Rosary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the month of the Holy Rosary, we will 

gather as a parish family on Sunday, October 29th. 
Starting at 5 pm, we will have the Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament. During this blessed time, we 
will also recite the Holy Rosary, offering our 
prayers specifically for peace in the Middle East. 

This sacred devotion allows us to draw closer to 
Jesus Christ through our loving Mother. Through 
her intercession, we find solace in times of 
uncertainty and strength in moments of weakness. 

As we contemplate the mysteries of our faith, let us 
unite our voices in prayer, seeking peace, hope, and 
God's abundant blessings.  

Join us in this journey of faith, one bead at a 
time. 



 

 

Blue Missal Book ...page 672 

I confessé : page 453  Gloria: page 455 

Creed(s): pages 458 - 459 Preface: page 490 

Our Father...:page 485 

MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS       Sat 21st - Fri 27th October 

SAT 6:30pm Brian Roshier R.I.P.  

SUN 
9:00am 

11:30am 
Luisa Lopes R.I.P. 

Mary McCrory R.I.P. (Anniversary)  

MON 9:15am Available for your Intention  

TUE 9:15am Eileen Mead 

WED 9:15am Rachael Pereira Wibberley - Wellbeing  

THU 9:15am Isaura Batista - Wellbeing  

FRI 6:30pm 
7:00pm 

Confessions and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Available for your Intention  

9pm for Night Prayer [every day except Saturday 

Meeting ID: 7578777461; Passcode: 20212021. We have 

been joining in prayer in this way since December 2020 and 

are going to celebrate the 1000th Day soon. 

Prayer time at Holy Cross: 
Rosary – Mon, Tue, Thu @ 9.45am;  
Divine Mercy Chaplet – Wed @ 9.45am and Fri 7.30pm 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: Fri 6.30pm 

PARISH CONTACTS 

Fr Antony: antonymegalan@rcaos.org.uk  

Fr Feroz: ferozfernandes@rcaos.org.uk 

Office: 020 8698 3672 (Tues & Thur from 10:00am) 

Josepha Flahive: catford@rcaos.org.uk 

Lisa OôHara: catfordsuppor t@rcaos.org.uk  

Holy Cross School: [Mary Collins: 020 8698 2675] 

Holy Cross Book Shop: 020 3441 8240  

Safeguarding: Pat Barber  & Lisa O’Hara - 07598 524024 

Admitted to Hospital? - Contact Lewisham Hospital Catholic 

Chaplain directly on 020 8333 3299. In an emergency, please say to the 

staff that you would like to see a Catholic priest. 

Money Matters  -  THANK YOU 

Last week - £680 
Previous week - £549 

SUNDAY REFLECTIONS - Our Parishioners are going to 
resume writing Sunday Reading Reflections every week in our 
newsletter. If you would like to contribute please contact Fr 
Antony or Simon George at: [catfordnewsletter@rcaos.org.uk]. 

Want to become a Catholic or  are you seeking to deepen 

your faith? Do you feel drawn to get to know more about 

Jesus? Baptised but not yet confirmed? 

The Holy Cross Journey in Faith Group meets every 

Wednesday evening 7.30-9.00pm in Hartley Hall. We are a 

small supportive  group and you will be most welcome. Just 

turn up on any Wednesday or contact Holy Cross office. 

Alternatively, please contact Fr Antony after any Mass on 

Sunday or Judy Chen [catfordrcia@rcaos.org.uk], or simply 

“Come and See”. 

Kindly inform your family members and friends who are not 

Catholics to join the RCIA programme in our parish. 

Please be an Apostle like St Philip to bring 
people to Jesus Christ. 

Please Pray for the Sick: Mary Rand, Pat Doyle, Albert Young, Gala Lobo, 
Sherine Sukhram, Vivianne Owens, Phil Obanya, Norma Jones,  
Myra Hannon, Dorothy Okonji-Okafor, Lydia Joseph, Colin Maton, 
Melanie Thomas, Katie Bourner, Martin Flately, Florence Nosegbe, 
Marian Perez, Susan Murphy, Eileen Embury, Mary Emmanus,  
Kitty Wilkinson, Theresa Butler, Ann Whitington, Joe Green,  
Elfrida Wacholz, Jill Campbell, Elaine Williams, Graham Canelle, 
Abosede Titi Balogun, Rachael Pereira Wibberley, Jo Rocca Smith, 
Elizabeth Goba, Trish Keaveney, Bernie Maher, Leonie Nwawudu and  
Aboa Claudine. 

There will be a Second Collection THIS 

WEEKEND for World Mission (Missio). 

Your donations go in its entirety to support 

churches, hospitals, schools and vocations in 

countries where the Church is new, young or poor. 

Thank you in advance for any donations. 

One Person One Mission: Par ticipation is vital for  a vibrant par ish. 

In our liturgies and parish administration we try our best to find more 

people to undertake different missions. Some are very talented and they 

can and may want to do many things in the life of the church. That is 

good. 

We appreciate their good will. However, it is a better practice that we 

share our responsibilities with others too, making them feel part of our 

spiritual community. 

If you notice someone taking on multiple roles during our liturgies, 

it means we were unable to find another person to fulfill that role. 

Please feel free to reach out to that individual or contact Fr. Antony 

after Mass if you would like to offer your assistance. Thanks again. 

MEET FR ANTONY ON FRIDAYS  FROM 3PM  

For school references, Baptism applications, or to arrange the 

celebration of your Marriage, please visit the presbytery on 

Fridays starting at 3 pm. Additionally, you can meet with him on 

Fridays after the Mass. We have chosen these times with 

consideration for parents, allowing them to meet our parish 

priest after school hours, and for working families, offering an 

opportunity after the evening Mass around 8 pm. 

The funeral of Rosa O’Connell 

will be on 27th October. 

Please keep her family and 

friends in your prayers  

The next Bring Me Sunshine day will be on Saturday 
28th October at Brownhill Baptist church, 11-3pm for 
older adults. There will be a Caribbean lunch, R&B line 
dancing, Motown music and a warm welcome. To book 
your place contact lesleyaallen@btopenworld.com 

SEMINAR TO PROMOTE RACIAL AND CULTURAL 

INCLUSION  

The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Southwark has 

announced a day seminar designed to advance its 

commitment to promote racial and cultural inclusion across 

the diocese. 

To register for the seminar, please click on the 

registration LINK below or scan the QR Code. 

Registration is FREE. 

https://forms.office.com/e/1G3DvS124W  

For further information please contact: 

racialjusticecommission@rcaos.org.uk 

See Poster on the Church Notice Boards. 

mailto:lesleyaallen@btopenworld.com

